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What this  guide covers:

•Background

•Accessing IDS

• Selecting a facility

•Overview of System

• Initial Configuration

•Deconsolidation

•Consolidation
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Background

• IDS: Information Display System

• System that combines commonly accessed data into a single dashboard, 
automatically updating and communicating important information.

• IDS is not: a replacement for vATIS.

• Accurate use of the IDS radar consolidation function is critical to ensure 
accurate ASX depictions. 



Access IDS

• IDS is not a vNAS component. It is a vZDC based information system based on 
the vzdc.org server.

• Access IDS via https://ids.vzdc.org (VATSIM Login Required)

https://ids.vzdc.org/


Selecting a Facil ity

• After logging in, use the 
“Facility Picker” screen to 
select the facility you will 
work. 
• Airports: ATC Tower Cab 

Facilities

• Radars: TRACON Facilities

• Enroutes: Washington 
ARTCC

• For PCT positions, if 
working combined select 
PCT, otherwise select the 
PCT area you will work. 
For PAC-MAN select PCT.
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System Overview (Tower Posit ions)

• ATIS information displays 
based on the published vATIS 
for the airport. Note: “Airport 
Conditions” and “NOTAMS” 
fields do not pass to IDS. Use 
ATIS Configuration and modify 
the ATIS text to change.

• Cab Configuration data shows 
based on connected positions.

• TMU data entered displays 
(Miles-in-trail, GS, TMI, etc)

• Charts view provides single 
click access to all airport 
TERPS and displays the data in 
the “viewer” window at the 
bottom of IDS. 
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System Overview (Radar Posit ion)

• Airport Info: Displays adapted 
list of airports based on 
position selected.  Bottom line 
is fillable to search for unlisted 
airport.

• Flow: Runway configuration is 
automatically updated from the 
vATIS published for the 
respective airport.

• Any connected position will 
display for awareness.

• Charts provides drop down to 
selected airports and displays 
all pubs. Selected pubs will load 
in the “Viewer” window at 
bottom

• TMU window shows any 
restrictions that are applicable 
and published
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Viewer Control Tools

• The Viewer Control provides access to 
various tools within IDS. 
• WX: Displays weather charts
• PRD: Opens the PRD search form
• SOP: Links to that facilities SOP
• PUB: Link to the vZDC Publications Page
• ASPC: Allows display of various airspace 

graphics
• ARP/SET: Override runway in use if vATIS 

data not accurate
• RDR/SET: Pass NOTAMs and describe the 

radar split for tower cabs that do not see 
the config from IDS (i.e. MTV defines split 
and DCA_TWR will see it)

• RDR/CONSOL: Manage radar consolidations 
(discussed later in this guide)

• POS: Position Relief Checklists
• EMRG: Emergency checklists
• CLR: Clears the viewer window
• EXIT: Returns to facility picker screen
• ASX: Loads the Airspace Status system’s 

Active Radar Consolidations and Airspace 
Explorer tool
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NOTAM & RDR/SET Data

• Radar Split allows textual description of 
configuration data.

• NOTAMs provides a free text entry for 
applicable NOTAMs to have displayed in IDS 
NOTAMS field



Init ial  Configuration of Consolidation

• Select the controller working 
the sector from the drop 
down

• Select “Select Default 
Configuration” to apply a pre-
defined configuration

 or

• Select “primary sector” then 
select all additional sectors 
from the secondary sectors 
drop down that will be 
consolidated to the primary

• Click “Create” to apply the 
consolidation plan

Check ASX 
to ensure 
accurate 
config!



Deconsolidating

• If you are splitting out sectors, use the 
“New Radar Consolidation” drop downs 
to define what airspace you will be 
assuming the same as was done in the 
initial configuration. 

• Note the “Active Radar Consolidations” 
that is displayed above the consolidation 
settings.

• Click “Create” and IDS will remove the 
sectors from the other controller and 
create and display the newly defined 
configuration.
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Consolidating (Combining) Sectors

• When airspace is combined, use the 
“DELETE/OFFLINE” button of the configuration 
that is being combined. 

• Use the “EDIT” button of the configuration(s) 
that will be active to ensure the airspace being 
combined up is accounted for by an active 
position.

• If in doubt, it is permissible to just clear all 
configurations and apply a new consolidation 
plan for accuracy (consider using a default 
configuration if available). 
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